October 2021
City Manager's Message
October's calendar is filling up quickly with fall activities in Rancho Santa Margarita. From
opportunities to recycle unwanted paint and electronics to new classes, activities, and
workshops at the Bell Tower Regional Community Center, this month's newsletter features
news and information to keep you busy and engaged all month long.
I hope you'll join me in welcoming back the RSM Chamber of Commerce's signature event –
Rancho Family Fest – returning to Central Park on October 9th and 10th. This annual familyfriendly festival attracts thousands of visitors. It showcases our vibrant business community and
the City as one of Southern California's premier destinations for exceptional dining, quality
entertainment, and convenient shopping options. We are blessed to have a thriving business
community here in town, and Rancho Family Fest will aid in pandemic recovery for local
businesses, which will enhance the quality of life of the City's residents and the surrounding
community.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Cervantez

E-Waste &
Shredding
Event
Saturday,
October 2nd
8am - Noon
City Hall
Parking Lot

Feature Heading
Paint Recycling Drop-off
Event
Saturday, October 16th
8am - Noon
City Hall Parking Lot

Rancho Family Fest
Rancho Family Fest returns to Central Park on Saturday, October 9th from noon to 10
pm and Sunday, October 10th from noon to 8 pm. This extremely popular community
event is hosted by the RSM Chamber of Commerce, with cooperation from the City of
Rancho Santa Margarita and SAMLARC. The event includes live music by some of
Orange County's favorite cover bands, delicious food and beverages, a kid's zone, and
community engagement booths.
Rancho Family Fest 2021 will be presented in compliance with applicable guidelines and
requirements of the CDC, California Department of Public Health, and the Orange
County Health Care Agency. Visit the RSM Chamber's website for more information and
important health and safety information for attendees.
Purchase presale wristbands here to SKIP the LINE!

Halloween Family Festival
Join us on Sunday, October 31st from 2-5 p.m. at Central Park for SAMLARC's Fall Family
Fest. Families can trick-or-treat in a safe and welcoming environment, play in bounce houses
and inflatables, enter the costume contest, and join in the child and pet costume parade.
Attendees are encouraged to capture their favorite memories at a festive photo booth,
purchase refreshments from local vendors, and enjoy music, games, and more. SAMLARC is
proud to host this event in partnership with the RSM Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Rancho Santa Margarita.
Learn more at samlarc.org.

Public Works and Engineering
Construction Project Update
The Melinda Median Extension Project, which installs a raised decorative median on Melinda
Road, began in mid-September and continues through mid-November 2021. The median will
begin at Paseo Alegria and extend approximately 200 feet south. The project will enhance
traffic safety and provide aesthetic improvements. Traffic impacts can be expected, with every
effort made to minimize delays to motorists to the greatest extent possible.
For more information, call Public Works at (949) 635-1800.

School Zone Safety Reminder

School is back in session for in-person
learning throughout the City of Rancho Santa
Margarita. Our staff has received several calls
regarding traffic safety concerns around school
campuses – especially during drop-off and
pick-up. We respond to these calls by
reviewing traffic patterns in affected areas.
In coordination with RSM Police Services
patrol deputies, changes have been
implemented at some locations. Each year,
striping and signage are reviewed and
refreshed before school sessions start to
ensure safety is maintained and all striping
and signage are clear and visible.
Please use extra caution in school zones and
always watch for pedestrians. You can help us
maintain a safe, walkable environment in Rancho Santa Margarita by exercising extra caution,
obeying crossing guards and traffic signs, and by leaving home a few minutes early.

Orange County Sheriff's Department
Crime Prevention
Prevent Catalytic Converter Theft
The Catalytic Converter is a component of a vehicle’s exhaust and looks similar to a small
muffler. Inside are precious metals that can be sold or recycled. Please immediately call 911 if
you believe the theft of a catalytic converter is in progress - it only takes a few minutes to steal
one.
Protect your vehicle by:
Parking your car inside a garage or well-lit area
Consider installing motion-activated lights around your home
Consider having your vehicle’s VIN or license plate number etched on the converter
Consider the purchase and use of a Catalytic Converter clamp
Please call the OCSD non-emergency line at (949) 770-6011 for non-emergency-related
service.
Emergency Call 9-1-1
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
(949) 770-6011 (Non-Emergency)

National Prescription Drug TakeBack Day is October 23rd
The Orange County Sheriff's Department
offers a safe and convenient way to dispose
of unwanted, unused, or expired medication
by participating in National Prescription
Medication Take-Back Day. The fall event
takes place on Saturday, October 23, 2021.
Bring your medication(s) to Rancho Santa
Margarita City Hall, 22112 El Paseo, on
Saturday, October 23, between 10:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m., and rest assured that they will
be disposed of safely. No questions asked,
no hassle! Sorry, sharps are not accepted.
Visit DEATakeBack.com for more information.

Community Development
Housing Element Update
The Public Review Draft Housing Element is
available for public review and comment from
September 29th through October 30th.
All cities in the six-county Southern California
region, including the City of Rancho Santa
Margarita, must update their General Plan
Housing
Elements
by
October
15,
2021. Housing Elements must include an
eight-year plan for new housing growth, which
the State has allocated. Visit the City's
dedicated Housing Element webpage to view
the draft element and detailed information
about the process.

COVID-19 Information
The OC Health Care Agency (HCA) continues to host a COVID-19 hotline with information
regarding vaccinations, guidance, and statistics. Vaccination appointments are available
through Othena.com or vaccines.gov. For complete information and FAQs on the State’s
current COVID guidance, click here.

ZeroTrash RSM
Saturday, October 2, 2021
ZeroTrash is an all-volunteer community organization dedicated to ridding city streets
and wilderness areas of trash, reducing waste, supporting local business, and taking
personal responsibility for the community and the environment!
ZeroTrash meets on the first Saturday of every month in the courtyard across from City
Hall and beautifies our community from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. All are welcome to join in
and help Pick It Up.
For more information, visit ZeroTrash RSM on Facebook or email Brad McGirr at
bmcgirr@cityofrsm.org, or check out this short video to learn more about the program.

Low-Cost Pet Vaccination Clinic set for Wednesday, October 6, 2021
Healthcare & Emergency Animal Rescue Team (HEART) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to saving lives and improving pet and wild animal health, safety, and welfare. Mobile
care clinics are held every first Wednesday monthly on a drive-through, reservation-only basis.
Clinics are hosted by the City of Rancho Santa Margarita in the Bell Tower Regional
Community Center parking lot.
Reservations are available now at heart4pets.org. Read on...

Community Services
Age Well Senior Services
Meals on Wheels (Ages 60+)
Meals on Wheels provides nutritious daily meals for seniors aged 60+ who are unable to shop
or prepare meals for themselves. Deliveries run Mondays through Fridays and include one
breakfast, one hot lunch, and one frozen dinner.
Grab & Go (Ages 60+)
Due to COVID-19, congregate lunches have been temporarily converted to an outdoor Grab &
Go format. Seniors may pick up a frozen meal accompanied by milk, juice, bread, and butter.
(Participants must register two (2) business days prior to ensure enough meals are available).
When: Mondays - Fridays 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Where: Bell Tower Community Center Parking Lot
Senior Pet Pantry (Ages 60+)
Pets are family too! Meals on Wheels and Grab & Go participants may now receive cat or dog
food for their furry friends at no cost. For details or to sign up, please contact Age Well Senior
Services at (949) 709-7592.

Age Well Senior Services
Bell Tower Regional Community Center
22232 El Paseo, RSM 92688
(949)709-7592

Meals on Wheels Menu

Grab & Go Menu

Flu Shot Information

Pet Food Pantry

Community Services
Classes and Workshops at the Bell Tower Regional Community Center
The City of Rancho Santa Margarita is excited to be once again offering recreational
programs and classes in keeping with state and local safety guidelines. Advance
registration is required. Visit cityofrsm.org to browse all offerings and to register.

Art

Science

Sewing

Guitar

Karate

Ukulele

Yoga

Workshops for Kids

Workshops for Adults
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RSM Cares Food Pantry
RSM Cares Food Pantry takes
place on the first and third
Wednesday of each month from
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. All are welcome;
no pre-qualification is required.
Drive through and obtain a box for
you, your family, or a neighbor in
need.

Located at Shepherd of the Hills
United Methodist Church parking
lot, 30605 Avenida de Las Flores,
the pantry is supported solely by
donations from generous private
donors, local churches, and
businesses.

Email RSMCares@belltowerfoundation.org for more information, to make a donation, or to
volunteer. Read on...

Orange County Fire Authority
Household Hazardous Waste Disposal
Many common household products are hazardous. If these products are handled or disposed
of incorrectly, they can pose a threat to human health, animals, and the environment. When
these products are discarded, they become “household hazardous waste.” In California, it is
illegal to dispose of household hazardous waste in the trash, down the drain, or by
abandonment. Household hazardous waste needs to be disposed of through a Household
Hazardous Waste Program.
Visit ocfa.org for more information.

Thank you for subscribing to the City of Rancho Santa Margarita eNewsletter. We welcome
your feedback. Contact the City directly with inquiries. Please do not reply to this e-mail as we
are unable to respond to messages sent to this address.
Privacy Policy and subscription information - We do not share information about our specific
users with any other party nor do we sell the lists of user information to any third parties.
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