June 2021
City Manager's Message
I hope you enjoyed the long Memorial Day weekend here in Rancho Santa Margarita,
considered by many to be the unofficial beginning of summer! I am happy to report that
construction is underway for the City's Central Park Splash Pad and is scheduled to make a
"splashing" debut during the summer season. We'll keep you updated on the progress of this
much-anticipated project on our social media platforms, this e-newsletter, and at cityofrsm.org.
The Splash Pad's many water features include sprayers, bubblers, dumping buckets, and a
custom-designed theme celebrating Rancho Santa Margarita's surrounding natural beauty. The
secured, gated facility will have its own restrooms and shaded canopies to ensure visitors
comfortably enjoy the park on even the hottest of summer days.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Cervantez

Orange County Sheriff's Department
Crime Prevention
Be Scam Smart Rancho Santa Margarita
Scammers take advantage of people’s fears. They
may use emails, social media, or phone calls about
COVID-19 to spread misinformation to ask for
donations,
sell
products
or
get
personal
information. Here are some tips to avoid coronavirus
scams:
Avoid online offers for coronavirus cures or
faster access to vaccines. They aren't
legitimate.
Be wary of emails, calls, and social media
posts advertising "free" or government-ordered
COVID-19 tests. Check the FDA website for a
list of approved tests and testing companies.
Don't click on links or download files from unexpected emails or text messages, even if
the email address looks like a company or person you recognize.
Don't share personal information such as Social Security, Medicare, and credit card
numbers in response to an unsolicited call, text, or email.
Be skeptical of fundraising calls or emails for COVID-19 victims or virus research,
especially if they pressure you to act fast and request payment by prepaid debit cards or
gift cards.
Ignore phone calls or emails from strangers urging you to invest in a hot new stock from
a company working on coronavirus-related products or services.

Sources: FTC, FCC, FBI, SEC
Emergency Call 9-1-1
REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
949-770-6011 (Non-Emergency)

COVID-19 Vaccination Information
The OC Health Care Agency (HCA)
continues to allocate COVID-19 vaccines
as they become available. Appointments
are available through Othena.com or visit
vaccines.gov to check availability.

ZeroTrash RSM
Saturday, June 5, 2021
ZeroTrash is an all-volunteer community organization dedicated to ridding city streets
and wilderness areas of trash, reducing waste, supporting local business, and taking
personal responsibility for the community and the environment!
ZeroTrash meets on the first Saturday of every month in the courtyard across from city
hall, and beautify our community from 10:00 a.m. to Noon. All are welcome to join in and
help Pick It Up!
For more information, visit ZeroTrash RSM on Facebook or email Brad McGirr at
bmcgirr@cityofrsm.org.

Low-Cost Pet Vaccination Clinic set for Wednesday, June 2, 2021
Healthcare & Emergency Animal Rescue Team (HEART) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to saving lives and improving pet and wild animal health, safety, and welfare. Mobile
care clinics are held every first Wednesday monthly on a drive-through, reservation-only basis.
Clinics are hosted by the City of Rancho Santa Margarita in the Bell Tower Regional
Community Center parking lot.
Reservations are available now at heart4pets.org. Read on...

Community Services
Age Well Senior Services
Meals on Wheels (Ages 60+)
Meals on Wheels provides nutritious daily meals for seniors aged 60+ who are unable to shop
or prepare meals for themselves. Deliveries run Mondays through Fridays and include one
breakfast, one hot lunch, and one frozen dinner.
Grab & Go (Ages 60+)
Due to COVID-19, congregate lunches have been temporarily converted to an outdoor Grab &
Go format. Seniors may pick up a frozen meal accompanied by milk, juice, bread, and butter.
(Participants must register two (2) business days prior to ensure enough meals are available).
When: Mondays - Fridays 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Where: Bell Tower Community Center Parking Lot
Senior Pantry (Ages 60+)
Grab & Go participants may pick up a bag of non-perishable grocery items on a monthly basis
or upon request. Our Senior Pantry runs alongside Grab & Go Mondays - Fridays 11:45 a.m. 12:15 p.m. at the Bell Tower Community Center Parking Lot. New clients must register by
phone or with a volunteer on-site.

Senior Pet Pantry (Ages 60+)
Pets are family too! Meals on Wheels and Grab & Go participants may now receive cat or dog
food for their furry friends at no cost. For details or to sign up, please contact Age Well Senior
Services at (949) 709-7592.

Age Well Senior Services
Bell Tower Regional Community Center
22232 El Paseo, RSM 92688
(949)709-7592

Meals on Wheels Menu

Grab & Go Menu

Vaccination Transportation

Pet Food Pantry

Flag Day 2021
Flag Day celebrates the American flag and occurs each year on the flag’s official adoption

anniversary, June 14th. Bring your worn, unserviceable flags and participate in this timehonored event.
Join us at the 16th annual Flag Day Flag Retirement Ceremony on Monday, June 14, 2021,
from 7:40 - 8:20 p.m. on the lawn behind City Hall. Please bring lawn chairs for seating and any
worn or damaged US flags in need of disposal.
This is an opportunity to honor the American flag in partnership with American Legion Post 862,
VFW Post 6024, and local Scout units. The ceremony is held to destroy properly – by burning –
worn, damaged, or otherwise unserviceable American flags in a dignified manner in
accordance with The United States Flag Code, which reads: "As a revered symbol of freedom
and justice, the flag of the United States of America needs to be treated with the utmost
respect. This respect extends to the flag's eventual retirement and destruction."
Flags can be disposed of through June in the flag box receptacle located in the lobby of City
Hall. The box will be relocated to the Bell Tower Regional Community Center lobby in July.
For more information, contact Wendi Redington at (949) 216-9700.

Housing Element Update
Community Survey Results
The City of Rancho Santa Margarita is
updating its Housing Element as part of the
2021-2029 Housing Element Cycle (Cycle
6). The Housing Element is a section of the
City’s General Plan that looks at housing
needs and conditions within Rancho Santa
Margarita. It is a policy document that
identifies goals, policies, and programs that
the City uses to direct and guide actions
related to housing. The Housing Element
Update webpage contains timely information including summary reports from the online
surveys and the focus groups. The link for the webpage can be accessed here.
A workshop will be held with the Planning Commission during its regularly scheduled

meeting on Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. discussing the results from the
surveys and focus groups. The Planning Commission meeting is open to the public and
available for listening over the website. The agenda for the meeting and the link to
access the audio for the meeting are available here.
Visit the Housing Element Update page for more information.

Feature Heading
RSM Cares Food Pantry
RSM Cares Food Pantry takes
place on the first and third
Wednesday of each month from
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. All are welcome;
no pre-qualification is required.
Drive through and obtain a box for
you, your family, or a neighbor in
need.
Located at Shepherd of the Hills
United Methodist Church parking
lot, 30605 Avenida de Las Flores,
the pantry is supported solely by
donations from generous private
donors, local churches, and
businesses.

Email RSMCares@belltowerfoundation.org for more information, to make a donation, or to
volunteer. Read on...

Orange County Fire Authority
Water Safety
Playing in and around water can be a fun family activity — but it can also be deadly. Drowning
is the leading cause of accidental death for young children. Help reduce childhood drowning by
being aware of the potential risks and prevent unsupervised access to bodies of water.
Drowning prevention is everyone's responsibility, and you can help. We encourage you to
never swim alone.
Learn more at ocfa.org.

RSM Library Construction Continues
Reopening August 2021
The Rancho Santa Margarita Branch of the
Orange Country Public Library (OCPL) is
currently undergoing major infrastructure
enhancements that include lighting, HVAC,
restrooms, increased IT and ADA access.
Reopening is anticipated to occur in early
August. In the interim, patrons can access all
other open OC Public Libraries and pick up

their holds at the Foothill Ranch Library.
Please visit ocpl.org for more information,
including Friends of the Library Bookstore
news.
Rancho Santa Margarita Branch Library
30902 La Promesa
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
(949) 459-6094

Thank you for subscribing to the City of Rancho Santa Margarita eNewsletter. We welcome
your feedback. Contact the City directly with inquiries. Please do not reply to this e-mail as we
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